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By Shelby Macri 
smacri@turley.com 


AGAWAM - The Agawam Rotary 
Club distributed 10,000 medical face 
masks to different services of the town 
last week, this is in addition to the 
5,000 face masks they provided in Oc- 


President of the Rotary Club John 
Barber said that there are no plans of 
further distribution, but the same was 
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true after they provided masks in Oc- 
tober. “Ihe masks were provided to 
us by District 7890 of Rotary Interna- 
tional. The district is compromised of 
northern and western Connecticut and 
western Massachusetts. Barber said. 
“That said, when the District offered 
masks to the clubs last fall, it was de- 
scribed to be a one time offering. The 
in late December, we were notified that 
additional masks would be available?’ 
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Rotary Club President John Barber presents Mayor William Sapelli with boxes of masks for town use. SUBMITTED PHOTO 





Trustee says more dynamic 
leader needed at Soldiers’ Home 
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Soldiers’ Home Trustee Isaac Mass believes better leadership is needed for the fu- 


ture of the home. FILE PHOTOS 


By Dalton Zbierski 
Staff Writer 


CHICOPEE - Insufficient lead- 
ership enabled the COVID-19 
outbreak at the Soldiers Home 
in Holyoke to claim the lives of at 
least 76 veterans last year. It has 
become clear that more will be 
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expected out of the next perma- 
nent Superintendent. 

On Feb. 9, the Special Joint 
Oversight Committee on the Sol- 
diers Home in Holyoke COVID-19 
Outbreak convened for the sec- 
ond time in 2021. A panel of state 
representatives and _ senators 


SOLDIERS’ HOME I page 3 


413.283.8393 





Data cap leads to Fiber 
Task Force creation 


By Shelby Macri 
smacri@turley.com 


AGAWAM - A Municipal Fi- 
ber Task Force was recently an- 
nounced by Mayor William Sa- 
pelli, its purpose is to study the 
internet network throughout the 
town of Agawam. 

While announcing the task 
force Sapelli explained that all 
options will be explored while 
looking at the Broadband within 
town. This includes a town owned 
and managed network or partner- 
ing with a third party in order to 
establish a new network for Aga- 
wam. This reasoning comes from 
the recently announced monthly 
cap on internet bills for residents 
through Comcast. 

“Comcast's announcement has 
created a tremendous amount of 
anxiety in Town and people are 
rightfully concerned with exceed- 
ing the monthly cap and facing 
higher internet bills, Sapelli said 
in a recent press release. 

One of the primary consider- 
ations of the task force will me 
the costs that are associated with 
any changes or potential impacts 
to consumers. Though costs may 
flux, the same is true with the 
announcement that subscribers 
who exceed a data limit will be 
charged additional fees for the 
overages beginning in late sum- 
mer this year. The task force will 
review this issue and look into 


fh 


any steps needed for Agawam 
to partner with a third party, or 
independently establish a new 
internet network that the town 
would own and operate. 

Especially with all that had 
happened last year, it’s clear that 
internet service is a crucial tool 
for the operation of businesses, 
schools and students, and oth- 
ers working during this time. For 
those who are working remotely 
and the families relying on remote 
learning, the internet is essential 
and will use more data than usu- 
al. The task force will look into in- 
cluding alternative services to the 
current cable offering, that will be 
more reliable and faster while be- 
ing realistic on the cost. 

“A modern high speed internet 
service offered at a reasonable 
cost will serve as another major 
policy initiative to keep Agawam 
a great place to reside or operate 
a business, Sapelli said. “Two ma- 
jor concerns are; is it affordable, 
and is this the best model for our 
residents and businesses.’ 

Sapelli understands that the 
internet has become more of a 
necessity within the last year be- 
cause of the amount of people 
staying home for reasons related 
to COVID, while this may have 
caused the rain in costs it doesn't 
mean internet should be harder 
to access. 
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Jared Anziano competes in a recent virtual meet for Agawam boys swimming. More photos on page 8. PHOTO BY DAVID 


HENRY WWW.SWEETDOGPHOTOS.COM 
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Winter 
donations 
Still needed 


AGAWAM -_ Sacred 
Heart Parish Center at 
1061 Springfield Street 
in Feeding Hills has been 
collecting donations of 
white socks, hats, scarfs, 
gloves and gently used and 
washed coats for the past 
few weeks. We have so far 
made four truck loads to 
the South Congregation- 
al Church in Springfield 
where the donations are 
sorted and made available 
to those in need. Because 
there has continued to be a 
very great need in our com- 
munities, the drive will now 
continue through the end 
of March 2021. Our next 
time to donate American 
Chop Suey for the Loaves 
and Fishes Soup Kitchen 
will be Mar. 6, please bring 
your donations to our Par- 
ish Center by Mar. 4. If you 
have any questions, please 
call our Pastoral Minis- 
ter Deb Briancesco RN at 
786.8200 ext. 3. 
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A virtual Shoebox Parade i is being planned for a a Patrick's Day holiday. SUBMITTED PHOTO 


Virtual Shoebox parade planned for holiday 


HOLYOKE - The Committee to Elect 
Rebecca Lisi, mayoral candidate, today 
launched St. Paddy's Day Shoebox Parade 
Party. The virtual Shoebox Parade will be a 
COVID-safe community event to celebrate 
St. Patrick’s Day in Holyoke, a city known 
throughout the region for its St. Patrick's 
Day Parade and weekend festivities. 

“The Holyoke community has suffered a 
great loss due to the cancellation of the St. 
Patrick's Day Parade and all its correspond- 
ing events for two years now due to the 
COVID-19 pandemic, said Lisi. “There's no 
way that we could ever replace the Parade 
and all the festivities leading up to that 
weekend, but my Committee and I thought 
that we could create a small, virtual event 
that could engage families and bring the 
community together. 

Crafting and displaying shoebox floats 
is a popular children’s event in communi- 
ties like New Orleans that have a strong tra- 
dition of celebrating Mardi Gras. In 2020, 
cities across the country adopted shoebox 
float parades as a way to safely celebrate 
Thanksgiving and other holidays in light of 
the pandemic restrictions on gatherings. 
This year, Lisi and her Committee have 
created a Facebook Shoebox Parade Party 
event that will allow the Holyoke commu- 
nity to honor the decades long tradition 
of celebrating St. Patrick's Day in the city 
while adapting and innovating the event to 
make it safe and accessible. 

Community members are being asked 
to create and decorate shoebox floats that 
will become a part of a virtual photo party 
that will occur on the Committee's Face- 


book Event Page throughout the month of 
March, with a video shoebox parade com- 
pilation airing on Wednesday, Mar. 17 at 4 
p.m. Photo and video submissions are due 
on March 3rd, submission details are out- 
lined on the Parade Party Event Page on 
Facebook. There will be prizes for different 
category winners including Greatest Holy- 
oke Spirit, Best Dressed Float, Ultimate St. 
Paddy's Day Float, Most Creative Float, and 
most social media engagements. 

“This is a wonderful way to bring the 
community together in a fun and safe way, 
especially since we aren't able to celebrate 
St. Patrick's Day in person as usual.’ said 
Shannon Sarkisian, Associate Campaign 
Advisor and Volunteer Coordinator. “I can't 
wait to see the creative things that people 
will come up with! As for myself, 'm going 
all out to attempt to make a shoebox that 
embodies our beloved Ashley Reservoir. My 
shoebox float might not even look good, 
but it’s guaranteed to be good fun for sure.’ 

Campaign committee member Jeff 
Trask said, “After being cooped up inside 
all winter in even ‘normal times, by March 
we are all looking forward to coming out 
of our homes for the St. Patrick's Day Pa- 
rade. Since we are not able to come out to 
celebrate the Parade this year, this will be 
a little event to lift everyone’s spirits. I'm 
looking forward to participating with my 
little one and possibly starting a new family 
tradition. 

Lisi and her Committee launched the 
event today and has already generated a lot 
of enthusiastic support. 
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MASKS 5 


Along with Rotary District 7890 the Rossi Family Foun- 
dation made a donation for the face masks to be provided. 
In the initial distribution of face masks, they were given to 
first responders, department of public Works, and other 
departments as needed. That was in response to a need 
that was expressed by Mayor William Sapelli, Barber said. 
This time around the club donated specific amounts to 
multiple departments and services in the community. 

“Members of the club brainstormed areas we felt might 
be of need’ Barber said. “Assisted living and eldercare fa- 
cilities, along with Agawam schools and housing author- 
ity, and the Agawam/West Springfield Parish Cupboard 
were determined to be highest priority. As he stated, as- 
sisted living facilities were considered a high priority and 
received 5,000 masks. The town of Agawam received 3,700 
masks for the School Department and others, 1,000 masks 
for the town Housing Authority, 200 masks for the Salva- 
tion Army, and 100 masks for the Agawam/West Spring- 
field Parish Cupboard. 

While Rotary member Judy Pothul reached out and dis- 
tributed masks to area assisted living facilities, Mayor and 
Rotarian Sapelli oversaw the distribution to town depart- 
ments. The Rotary Clubs principal motto is service above 
self and they have received many thanks for their help in 
providing masks. 





from page 1 





SE Sr Sale a} PSS. A 





5°) jo) 


Judy Pothul from the Agawam Rotary Club loads masks being donat- 
ed to the Town of Agawam. SUBMITTED PHOTO 


TASK FORCE & from page 1 


The task force with be made of seven people within 
town; including residents Paul Jenney and Brian Burbank, 
Executive Director of West of the River Chamber of Com- 
merce Robin Wozniak, City Councilor Rosemary Sandlin, 
IT Director Jeff Hulbert, Cable TV Manager Les Tingley, 
and Director of planning and Community Development 
Marc Strange. 

Tingley declined to comment on the newly formed 
committee until the group was able to have its first meet- 
ing. He wants the opportunity to speak with others on the 
task force. Sapelli expressed that the goal of the group is to 
report back to his office in the late spring. 
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SOLDIERS’ HOME 1 from page 1 


heard testimony from numerous individuals, including 
multiple members of the facility's Board of Trustees. 

“Going forward, the appropriate thing to do is have 
someone who is qualified in that Superintendent position, 
said Trustee Isaac Mass. “They should have capability; 
even having a background or knowledge in a medical en- 
vironment. 

When the outbreak escalated in March 2020, former 
Soldiers Home Superintend Walsh failed to make critical 
inquiries or request assistance in a timely manner before 
acting inside of the facility, where at least 80 staff mem- 
bers and an additional 84 veterans contracted COVID-19 
in 2020. 

Despite his decorated military career, Walsh was in- 
experienced in operating a 24/7 care facility. Prior to the 
pandemic, Marylou Sudders, the state's Secretary of Health 
and Human Services, had several reservations concerning 
Walsh's capability and encouraged him enroll in the career 
program at Suffolk University. 

“My concern about the Superintendent was that since 
he had a distinguished military background but had not 
worked in 24/7 congregate care, long-term care back- 
eround, there was a strong believe to [employ] a deputy 
who had that kind of background to balance the skillset 
the Superintendent had,’ said Sudders. 

It was not until Dec. 20, 2020, long after Walshss firing, 
that the Executive Office of Health and Human Services 
announced Glen Hevy as Deputy; Hevy was previously the 
senior operations official for Patient Care Services at the 
400-bed Bedford VA Medical Center. 

Mass reiterated that a “lack of leadership” led to last 
years outbreak. He voiced confidence in the interim Su- 
perintendent, Michael Lazo. 

“[Lazo] is acutely aware of the issues of the Soldiers 
Home and the resources that are available to him,’ said 
Mass. “While long-term our, or at least my, hope is to have 
someone who is [medically] qualified, in the short term, I 
think that we are covered in the leadership and staffing at 
the home if there's additional crisis that comes up.’ 

Trustee Kevin Jourdain, the Soldiers Home's former 
Chairman, is promoting the creation of a crisis hotline that 
would connect veterans, staff and family members with an 
outside agency. 

Jourdain regrets that the board was unable to assist in a 
greater capacity during the outbreak at the Soldiers Home. 
He believes that the body is treated by state officials as an 
advisory board, when, in fact, statutes give it much greater 
authority. 

“If you dont know the nature of the work, you just take 
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A Joint Oversight committee is now meeting to discuss issues at the 
Holyoke Soldiers’ Home. FILE PHOTO 


at face value what youre told by people in charge,’ said 
Jourdain. “Tll say it again on the record. They act like we 
dont matter because they re literally saying, one, ‘Were go- 
ing to [act] irrespective of the board, basically.” 

Jourdain is frustrated regarding the slow process of 
bringing a new facility to Holyoke. He feels as though state 
has ignored the trustees as it goes about pushing a capital 
plan for a $300 million home. 

The current plan is for a 192-bed facility with a caveat 
for an additional floor that would create space for an addi- 
tional 37 beds. Mass said that the state's proposal has been 
poorly received by some parties. 

“That is certainly far lower than what the Holyoke 
Soldiers Home Coalition is advocating for 280 beds, said 
Mass. “There are some additional complications in that the 
nature of healthcare is changing for veterans coming back. 
There are more instances related to TBI issues and behav- 
ior health issues. The plan that was presented to us does 
not contemplate beds for those services.’ 

State Senator Joh Veils of the Second Hampden and 
Hampshire District agreed that more services must be pro- 
vided. He found it unfortunate that lives were lost before 
the need for improvements was widely accepted. 

“These are the kinds of things that, unfortunately, we 
dont talk about until a tragedy strikes. We have a lot of 
families of veterans who don't have their loved ones any- 
more, said Velis. “It’s very easy for us to be Monday morn- 
ing quarterbacks, but there are certain things you look at; 
there could have been a more expedient resolution’ 

Dalton Zbierski is a Staff Writer and can be located at 
dzbierski@turley.com. 
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shelter to make presentation 
on violence against women 


HOLYOKE - For over 40 years, Womenshelter/Com- 
paneras has worked tirelessly to empower women and 
their children to live independently and free from domes- 
tic violence by providing prevention education, crisis in- 
tervention, a safe and confidential shelter, social and legal 
advocacy, housing, and related support services. 

On Feb. 25 at 4 p.m., Womanshelter's Executive Direc- 
tor, Carmen Nieves, will host Amy Waldman, Co-Director 
of Capacity Building and Equity Programs at the Depart- 
ment of Public Health, and Quynh Dang Program Director 
at the Department of Public Health, to discuss their study, 
“Rates of Femicide in Women of Different Races, Ethnici- 
ties, and Places of Birth” a dataset collected in Massachu- 
setts between 1993-2007. 

The data that surrounds this community issue is star- 
tling. “Women of color may be less likely to report domes- 
tic violence abuse or seek help because of discrimination, 
negative stereotyping, or fear of law enforcement’ re- 
sponse, says Nieves. 

Following the presentation, our speakers will delve into 
what this data says about Western Mass-specific homicide 
rates and what makes our area distinctive. We will end the 
roundtable with a Q&A where participants can discuss 
how the data can inform community-based services and 
practices. 

Domestic violence not only affects women and chil- 
dren. Womanshelter also serves men and extended family 
members through its community-based programs. There 
are now specialized services for domestic violence survi- 
vors over the age of 50, for those with mental or physical 
challenges, and for teens and young adults who need sup- 
port navigating dating and intimate partner relationships. 

In 2020, Womanshelter/Companeras provided services 
to 3,246 participants, the majority of whom identified as 
female (82%). 

Womanshelter/Companeras is dedicated to assist- 
ing, supporting, and empowering those whose lives are 
affected by battering and abuse. Founded in 1980 as a 
grassroots collective, the organization has sheltered 
more than 3,000 women and children and assisted 
35,000 others through community-based support pro- 
grams. 

You may register here. For more information, contact 
Pamela Barnes, pbarnes@womanshelter.org or call 413- 
438-1717. 
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OUR VIEW 


Western Mass. 
needs more COVID 
vaccine sites 


Phase II of the Massachusetts COVI- 
ID-19 vaccination program rolled out Mon- 
day. The bleak weather that ushered in the 
new week turned out to be an apt metaphor 
for the plan so far, especially if you reside in 
Western Mass. 

Due to a lack of supply of the vaccine 
and high demand by residents waiting to 
be inoculated, prioritizing which residents 
are first in line makes sense. Healthcare 
workers, first-responders, and other cate- 
gories of people facing the highest risk were 
designated for the first phase. The second 
phase prioritizes those age 75 and older, fol- 
lowed by seniors age 65 and up, people with 
certain underlying conditions, then other 
front-line workers, such as grocery store 
staff and teachers. Everyone else is expect- 
ed to become eligible in April, assuming 
enough vaccine doses are available. 

That part of the plan is sound. We'll even 
say it's fair because the most vulnerable 
among us and those doing essential work 
who cant do their jobs while quarantining 
should be protected first while waiting for 
vaccine production to catch up with de- 
mand. 

What's lacking is a plan for mass inoc- 
ulation sites in Western Mass. If you take a 
look at the distribution site map on mass. 
gov, youll see a lone red star, which rep- 
resents a mass site, in our entire region. 
Most of what youll see are green stars sig- 
nifying local health care providers and blue 
stars that are effectively wishful thinking 
because those are for pharmacies and right 
now, none of our local chains are offering 
shots. 

Hampden County alone has over 466,000 
residents, yet Eastfield Mall in Springfield is 
the one mass vaccination site. Glance over 
toward Boston on the distribution map and 
there's a solid wall of red stars, most notably 
Fenway Park and Gillette Stadium. 

How ironic that the part of the Com- 
monwealth with the most open space 
hasn't been leveraged to create pop-up vac- 
cination clinics. Yes, you could practically 
fit all of Chicopee into Fenway while filling 
Gillette with the combined populations 
of Pittsfield and Ludlow, but what we lack 
in sheer numbers we make up for with re- 
SOUICES. 

Fred Ferguson, owner of Palmer Motor- 
sports Park, said hed gladly open his facility 
for use as an inoculation site if asked. Brim- 
field has acres of fields where flea markets 
are held in-season that could be temporar- 
ily repurposed. Not to mention farms just 
about everywhere that could be suitable. 

Theres a long list of possibilities if the 
COVID-19 Task Force would only consid- 
er expanding access in our region. And it 
should. 

Another improvement wed like to see is 
the sign-up process. The online portal set 
up to request a shot opened to poor reviews, 
especially from the senior citizen segment, 
who found it less than user-friendly. Despite 
Gov. Charlie Baker's exasperated retort that 
it couldn't possibly be any easier, the fact is 
too many seniors couldnt navigate it. 

In response, state senators Eric Lesser 
and Anne Gobi led a bipartisan effort to 
prod the Taskforce into setting up a special 
1-800 call center to book appointments. 
Baker seemed agreeable and hopefully by 
next week if not sooner, that centralized 
system will be up and running. Time is of 
the essence when working to end a pan- 
demic and the more those eligible in this 
phase are encouraged to sign up for the 
vaccine, the better off we ll all be. 

Primarily though, the task force needs a 
plan to create more mass sites in our region. 
Those eligible now deserve more options for 
getting their initial shot and eventual boost- 
er. And hopefully, by phase III, everyone still 
waiting to be inoculated can do that quickly 
and without having too travel far. 

Just because were rural, doesn't mean 
we want to be more vulnerable to COVID-19 
than our fellow citizens to the east. 
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The Garden Lady tackles milk jug seed sowing, part 1 


to me recently, complimenting the column 

(thank you!) and asking if I had any opinion 
of “winter sowing” seeds in re-used gallon jugs. 
This technique is all the rage right now on social 
media and in gardening blogs, and while I had 
read about it many years ago and again recently, I 
have never tried it myself. Perhaps some research 
into the topic would prove beneficial for me as 
well as my readers! 

The basic premise of winter sowing 
is to plant your seeds in mini-green- 
houses (the gallon jugs), place the jugs 
outside and simply let nature take over. 
The advantage being that no heat mats 
or lights are needed. No window sills 
full of seedlings, either. While I dont 
think it is as simple as it sounds, I do 
think trying it would be a fun experi- 
ment. Read on this week and next to 
consider some of the pros and possible 
cons of this seed starting technique. 

Years ago | read a blog where a mas- 
ter gardener was encouraging folks to 
start native perennials in milk jugs outside; he 
called it “winter sowing. The seeds of many of 
these plants require a period of cold and moist 
stratification to break seed dormancy. In simple 
terms, they need to go through winter in order to 
sprout. Think of it as nature's safety mechanism; 
seeds germinate at the right time to survive and 
thrive! You may ask, then, why not just sow the 
seeds outdoors in the garden? In theory it sounds 
good, but in reality “the wild” is not the best seed 
bed. From hungry birds and rodents, to wind and 
drenching rains, success is hit or miss. Safely in- 
side the milk jug, but at the same time outside in 
the elements to freeze and thaw, freeze and thaw, 
tricky seeds are coaxed into germinating. Success 
at your fingertips! 

My method of combating tricky germinators 
has always been the refrigerator. By putting seeds 
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in moist soil in a small plastic bag and chilling 
them for a month or so at 40 degrees, I am usually 
successful at providing an abbreviated “winter, 
satisfying germination requirements that break 
dormancy. Recently, I watched a video from a 
wildflower specialist in Canada, who abbreviat- 
ed “winter” a bit further. She simply places seeds 
in the fridge for 24 hours, then the freezer for 24 
hours. Five times back and forth and she swears 
dormancy is broken. 

After the period of stratification has 
passed, seeds are handled as normal, 
sown on the surface of a moist soilless 
mix with the provision of bottom heat 
and supplemental light. But what if I 
didnt have the props, or even enough 
window sills to limp along seedlings 
inside? Here is where I think sowing 
in milk jugs could be of benefit, and 
it goes beyond “winter” or even seeds 
that need specialized treatments to 
germinate. 

More recent blogs speak of starting 
everything from cold-hardy annuals 
to heat-loving vegetables inside milk jugs, and 
while I don't think the method is fool-proof, or 
meant for the lazy gardener, I do think there is 
good reason to give it a try. Gather some supplies: 
duct tape, empty gallon jugs, decent seed starting 
soil, a paint pen and a selection of seeds. Perenni- 
al herbs and flowers can be sown right away and 
next week the how-to portion will explain exactly 
how to do it. 


Roberta McQuaid graduated from the Stock- 
bridge School of Agriculture at the University of 
Massachusetts. For the last 28 years, she has held 
the position of staff horticulturalist at Old Stur- 
bridge Village. She enjoys growing food as well as 
flowers. Have a question for her? Email it to eken- 
nedy@turley.com with “Gardening Question” in the 
subject line. 


The Drzyzga legacy 


You probably read recently that our town lost 
Barbara (Drzyzga) Duggan, a career teacher at 
our junior high. She taught a lot of business and 
typing courses and she and her hus- 


family at Riverside Park for over thirty years in 
multiple capacities, from manager of the bowling 
alley to being in charge of the food concessions 

and the parties in the grove. Stan said 





band John sent AHS four of the best stu- 
dents you could have had in your class. 

Our class of ‘63 sent a sympathy card 
to Barbaras brother Stan, Jr. ‘56 and he 
called me not long after receiving it. 
Stan talked about the Drzyzga home at 
1477 Main St., right across from where 
South St. comes to a stop at the River- 
side end. Stan told me how his parents 
home had been a club hall, church and 
a rooming house. Hess pretty sure that 





Walt Willard 


that sometimes the grove parties were 
for more than two thousand people. 
When the park closed at the end of the 
season, Mr. Drzyzga had to go to the 
Great Barrington Fair and supervise 
the food concessions there. 

Barbaras son, Jeff, ‘78 was recently 
in town from California where he has 
been since 1982. At AHS he was a drum 
major in the band and then he got his 
college degree from UMass in Amherst. 








“VIA Hall” was partially visible in the 
paint on the front of the house. 

Seems like Edith LaFrancis mentioned the hall 
in her book “Agawam, Massachusetts, but I could 
not find the page it was on. If you have a copy of 
her book, please try to find it for me. Barbara 
and Stanss dad, Stanley F., worked for the Carrol 


He majored in HRTA. No clue what 
that meant so Jeff explained that it meant Hotel, 
Restaurant and Travel Administration. Not sure, 
but I don't think that existed back in 1967. —_ Jeff 
got recruited by McDonalds, but in Los Angeles. 

He soon stood out among his peers at McDon- 
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HCC president featured in ‘HERstory’ exhibition 


BOSTON - Holyoke Community College president 
Christina Royal is among the Massachusetts women fea- 
tured in a photo exhibition and story project in the State 
House unveiled today by Senate President Karen E. Spilka. 

The photo exhibition on display in the Senate Presi- 
dent's office suite celebrates the often-unsung stories of 
women of color throughout Massachusetts’ history. “HER- 
story: Volume II” is the second installment of 
photos in the President's suite to acknowledge 
the accomplishments of women with connec- 
tions to Massachusetts. 

“Every day I go to work in the State House, 
I am surrounded by paintings and photos of 
prominent men from Massachusetts’ history, 
said Spilka, the third woman elected president 
of the Massachusetts State Senate. “The stories 
of the many, many incredible women who have 
contributed to this great Commonwealth— 
and our great nation—have too often been lost 
to history. It is therefore my great honor and 
privilege to help to tell their stories, and to 
make the faces that we see in the State House 
more representative of the rich diversity that 
make our state great.’ 

The exhibition features the photos of 91 
women, ranging from 17th century tribal leader Weeta- 
moo and Black landowner Zipporah Potter Atkins to living 
pioneers Justice Fernande Duffly, the first Asian American 
to serve on the Massachusetts Supreme Judicial Court, Os- 
car-winning costume designer Ruth Carter, poet Amanda 
Gordon, and HCC president Christina Royal. 

In 2017, Royal became HCC’s fourth president and the 
first woman to hold the position. 

“I want to thank Senate President Spilka for creating 
the HERstory initiative, said Royal. “This is a time for us 
to recognize that the lived experiences of women in the 
Commonwealth matter, and that we are a diverse group of 
women of different races, ethnicities, social classes, abil- 
ities, educational levels, gender expressions, and sexual 
orientations. I am proud to share my story as a multiracial, 
queer woman so that girls and young women can see rep- 
resentation of themselves in society, and grow up believing 
in their limitless potential? 

Since the State House is currently closed to the public, 
a website containing photos and short biographies of each 


TED PHOTO 





HCC president Christina 
Royal is featured in a pho- 
to exhibition at the State 
House in Boston. SUBMIT- 


of the honorees can be found on the Mass.gov HERstory 
page: malegislature.gov/StateHouse/HERStory (President 
Royal is No. 38.) 

“IT feel honored to have been selected by Senate Pres- 
ident Spilka for inclusion in this remarkable display of 
women, said Elaine Weddington Steward, vice president 
and club counsel of the Boston Red Sox. “My hope is that 
this project will inspire women and girls to fol- 
low and achieve their dreams.’ 

Senate President Spilka, together with 
members of the Senate and staff, chose honor- 
ees based on their close ties to Massachusetts, 
ability to inspire the youth of today to work 
for a better world, and acknowledgement of 
being a trailblazer in their given field. Honor- 
ees include abolitionists, poets, entrepreneurs, 
educators, politicians, musicians, community 
activists and scientists, among others. 

“Tt is an honor to be selected to be part of 
President Spilkas HERstory project as a Com- 
munity Development leader, said MassHous- 
ing Executive Director Chrystal Kornegay. 
“While it highlights my work, it really high- 
lights the work of mothers, daughters, sisters 
and friends who work in big and small ways 
to make the Commonwealths communities strong and 
vibrant. I look forward to reading the stories of the other 
women in the project.’ 

Further, related events will be scheduled later in Feb- 
ruary to celebrate Black History Month, and in March for 
Womens History Month. The photos and biographies will 
also become part of a dedicated lesson plan, currently be- 
ing developed, to distribute to teachers in the Common- 
wealth. 

“This is a wonderful initiative by Senator Spilka to high- 
light the stories of remarkable women, said Razia Jan, the 
founder of Razias Ray of Hope Foundation, a nonprofit or- 
ganization dedicated to improving the lives of women and 
children in Afghanistan through community-based educa- 
tion. “Massachusetts was the first community I called home 
in America, and I'm honored to be recognized by my home 
state. Women and girls throughout the world have so much 
potential to contribute to society, when they are given the 
chance; recognizing this potential is so important.’ 

The HERstory: Volume II project is the second time 
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ald’s and won the Ray Kraft ( founder) 
Award for having the fastest drive-th- 
ru in L.A. Remember, there's a lot 
more than two or three McDonald's 
in L.A. 

For the last 25 years Jeff has been 
working at Disneyland. His job title is 
production manager. He has 10 man- 
agers under him and they have 1,100 
employees to produce the food for === 
Tomorrowland and Fantasyland. Jeffrey 

Last summer Jeff was run over 

by a car when he was out walking. 
He had no ID on him and was John Doe at the hospital, 
in a coma with a broken neck and shoulder. His cellphone 
helped when a friend called a couple of times. The friend 
came in to tell them it was Jeff Duggan. 

Jeff still keeps in touch with our Polish Club’s Mark Rol- 
land. They both were 78's, the first class to start 8th grade 
at the brand new jr. high. Would that have been in 1973? 

Jeff returned to California on Feb 10th and hopes he'll 
be able to start work again when Disneyland reopens. My 
favorite Jeff Duggan fact was learning that he played the 
trombone just like our granddaughter Olivia, a senior at 
AHS. 


from page 4 
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Criminal Defense 


TRIAL ATTORNEY 
ATTY ANTHONY C. 
BONAVITA 


413-537-4168 


1380 Main St., Suite 410 
Springfield, MA 

Se Habla Espanol 
Pregunta por Marisol 







Journeyman Plumber 
Hiring IMMEDIATELY! 


Pay starts at $35/hour, more with 
experience, etc. MUST have CURRENT PBR 
Journeyman plumber license! Regula’ PLUMBING 


weekday hours, occasional emergency service calls. 
Call or Email your resume/letter of interest to: 
plumbingbyruth@gmail.com, Attn: Rae Meehan, 
Office Manager or call 413-885-9096. 

3 Stadler Street, C-8 (behind ACE), Belchertown MA 








Participate in virtual 
photograph show 


AGAWAM - Please join us online to participate in our 
first virtual photography show. Since we couldnt do our 
usual exhibit at the library, we moved it online so we can 
continue to share outstanding photography with our com- 
munity, and to support our beloved library. Officially, this 
is our First Open Virtual Photography Show. Categories in- 
clude creative, nature, pictorial, and photojournalism, and 
the photography never disappoints. 

Awards totaling $1,340 have been determined by our 
esteemed judges Amy S. Dane and Barbara Krawczyk, 
both highly respected photographers. Their comments are 
available online, along with the photographs, so the Show 
can continue to be an educational experience for partici- 
pants. 

The show can be accessed at www.agawamlibrary.org/ 
about-2/friends/#FriendsPhotoShowFirstVirtual. For fur- 
ther information please contact Bob Kadis at 

r.kadis@comcast.net or at 413-789-4814. 


BUDGE 
Cabinet 


KITCHENS 


Quality Products at Affordable Prices 


300 Main St., Agawam, MA 789-2074 


OPEN: Tues., Wed., Sat. 9am-5pm 
Thurs., Fri. 9am-8pm; CLOSED SUN. & MON. 


budgetcabinetsales.com 


Krafi&Maid 


KITCHENS FOR THE REAL LIVINS ROOM 


Senate President Spilka has featured the stories of re- 
markable women in the President's suite. She unveiled the 
photos of 88 women during Women's History Month in 
March 2019, and they remained in her office suite until this 
month, when they were replaced with the current photo 
exhibition. 

“I am honored to be part of HERstory on behalf of 
countless brilliant and driven women who shaped our 
history, but whose own stories have not been told, said 
Pardis Sabeti, head of the Sabeti Lab, which is part of the 
FAS Center for Systems Biology at Harvard University. “To- 
gether, we honor and remember them, while striving to el- 
evate the voices of the many women who are still silenced 
throughout the world today. 

“This project helps create lasting impact and change by 
amplifying the whispered stories and leadership of women 
of color across Massachusetts into a roar, said Lisa Wong, 
former Fitchburg Mayor and current town manager of 
Winchester. 

“Women, throughout history, have contributed to the 
development of society—through scientific discoveries, 
pioneering adventures, advocacy, and entrepreneurship, 
said Yari Golden-Castanio, a systems engineer at MIT Lin- 
coln Laboratory and one of 100 candidates from around the 
world for the Mars One Project, the first human settlement 
of Mars. “It should be normal by now for young girls to grow 
up with women like them in positions of expertise and au- 
thority, showing girls they really can follow their dreams.’ 

“Senate President Spilka has created a wonderful way 
to celebrate the many ways women have contributed to 
our rich history, and I am excited to be a part of it,’ said 
Fernande R.V. Duffly, associate justice of the Massachu- 
setts Supreme Judicial Court. 


e 


@ La Cucina di Hampden House 
1 Allen Street, Hampden, MA 
413-566-8324 
www.lacucinahampden.com 
CURRENT HOURS: Mon-Thurs 3-8pm; 
Sat 2-9pm; Sun 2-8pm 

Lounge open & pizza available 7 days 


® Route 20 Bar & Grille 

2341 Boston Road (The Wilbraham Shops) 
Wilbraham, MA 

413-279-2020 
www.route20barandgrille.com 

CURRENT HOURS: Lunch: Thurs-Sat starting at 
11:30am; Dinner: Tues-Thurs 4-9pm; 

Fri & Sat 4-10pm; Sunday 11:30am-7:00pm; 
sunday Brunch 11:30am-2:30pm 


@ Donovan's Irish Pub 

Eastfield Mall, 1655 Boston Road, Springfield, MA 
413-543-0791 

www.donovanspub.com 

CURRENT HOURS: Thurs-Sat 11am-9pm; 

sun 9am-7pm; Sunday breakfast 9am - noon 


® Venice Pizza & Grill 

2341 Boston Road, The Wilbraham Shops 
Wilbraham, MA 

413-540-8080 
Www.venicepizzagrill.com 

OPEN: Tues-Thurs 10:45am-9:30pm 

Fri & Sat 10:45am -10pm; Sun 11am-9pm 
Closed Monday 
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STCC introduces ‘house flipping’ course 


SPRINGFIELD - Springfield Technical 
Community College will offer a course de- 
signed for anyone who would like to start 
and own a successful “house flipping” busi- 
ness in Massachusetts. 

House Flipping 101 is a six-week online 
course taught through STCC’s online learn- 
ing management system, Blackboard. The 
course, which runs Apr. 5 to May 14, will 
include guidelines necessary for legal and 
building standards in conducting work 
in the residential building sector. “House 
flipping” is a type of investment strategy 
in which someone purchases property not 
with the intention to use, but with the in- 
tention of selling it for a profit. 

The course includes discussion boards, 
weekly content and virtual live sessions 
each week. Students must commit a min- 
imum of eight hours per week to be suc- 
cessful. The course is asynchronous, which 
means lessons are not “live” or with re- 
al-time interaction. Students may com- 
plete each weekly section as their schedule 
allows. 

The instructor, Jennifer DeForge, is a 
professor in the STCC Architecture and 
Building Technology Program. A local sus- 
tainable designer and builder in Western 
Massachusetts, DeForge holds a current 
Massachusetts Construction Supervisor 
License and has worked on building proj- 
ects ranging from small remodels to de- 
signing and constructing energy efficient 
custom-built homes. 

DeForge will help students understand 
the real estate market, where to buy a prop- 
erty, the foreclosure process, buying prop- 
erties at tax sales and evaluating properties 
and estimating renovation costs. 

Students also will review house flipping 
mistakes, tax implications, the use of tax 
deductions and rolling over a buyer's prof- 
its into the next flip. 

The course is offered through STCC'’s 
Workforce Development Center, which 
delivers noncredit programs and classes 
that meet the ever-changing workforce 
demands of individuals, businesses and in- 
dustries in the region. 

For more information and to enroll, visit 
stcc.edu/wdc. For questions, call (413) 755- 
4225. 
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The course will teach people how to successfully buy, fix-up, and sell houses for profit. 
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Nigro named 
to Dean’s list 
at Stonehill 


EASTON - Jared Nigro, 
of Feeding Hills, a mem- 
ber of the Class of 2021, 
has been named to the Fall 
2020 Dean's List at Stonehill 
College. 

To qualify for the Dean's 
List, students must have 
a semester grade point 
average of 3.50 or better 
and must have completed 
successfully all courses for 
which they were registered. 


We gladly accept and 





STCC to offer certified 
auto damage appraiser 
course in March 


SPRINGFIELD - Spring field Technical Community Col- 
lege will offer a certified auto damage appraiser course for 
insurance claims professionals and auto body technicians 
beginning March 1. 

The 60-hour course is the first step to becoming an auto 
damage appraiser in Massachusetts. ‘The training through 
STCC’s Workforce Development Center prepares students 
for the exam to be a licensed appraiser. 

Classes will be held Mondays and Wednesdays, 5:30 
p.m. to 8:30 p.m., through May 10. Classes will be held 
Mondays and Wednesdays, 5:30 p.m. to 8:30 p.m., through 
May 10. Students will meet in the Scibelli Hall (Building 2) 
theater and must follow the colleges COVID-19 protocol. 
The auditorium seats 200, but the class size will be limited 
to no more than 20 individuals. Masks are required. 

Approved by the Massachusetts Division of Insurance, 
the training offers an in-depth discussion of insurance reg- 
ulations, policy arbitration and work completion forms. 

The instructor has 20 years experience in the collision 
repair and insurance industry in Massachusetts and Con- 
necticut and holds auto appraiser licenses in both states. 

The course will include the use of flat rate manual, colli- 
sion diagnosis, cost estimation and preparation of written 
estimates. 

To become licensed, students will need to complete the 
course and a three-month apprenticeship with a licensed 
Massachusetts automobile appraiser. In addition, they will 
need to obtain a certified letter verifying the apprentice- 
ship. The apprenticeship must be completed prior to ap- 
plying to take the Massachusetts Automobile Damage Ap- 
praisers License Examination. 

For more information and to enroll online, visit www. 
stcc.edu/wdc and then click on “auto damage appraiser. 
To contact the Workforce Development Center Office, call 
(413) 755-4225. 





Eucharistic Adoration 
at St. John’s 


AGAWAM - All are welcome and invited to join us at 
St. John the Evangelist Church, 833 Main Street, for Eucha- 
ristic Adoration, Wednesdays, 12 noon to 5:45 p.m. with 
Holy Mass at 6:00 p.m. Come and spend some time in quiet 
prayer with our Lord Jesus Christ, present in the Eucharist. 


Gift shop open limited hours 


AGAWAM - The Vine and Branches Gift Shop 
will continue to be open on Tuesday and Thursday 
from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. and Saturday from 9:30 a.m. 


to 3:30 p.m. We would like to thank everyone for 
their patronage during these difficult times and we 
will continue to pray for health, peace and strength 
as we all journey through 2021 together. You may 
contact our Pastoral Minister Deb Briancesco RN at 
413-786-8200 ext.3 with any questions or concerns. 





able Dentistry 


Call us for immediate relief! 
We are here to help... 


786-0555 


e Invisalign 


Process YOUr insurance 


for you Interest-free 
financing available 


e Implants 


e Root Canals 


New Patients 


Welcome! 


850 Springfield Street, 


Suite 2 


Feeding Hills, MA 01030 





e Crown & Bridgework 


e Cosmetic Dentistry 


e Extractions 
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Big E planning 4-H programs 


WEST SPRINGFIELD - Planning is un- 
derway by Eastern States Exposition and 
the New England 4-H community to cre- 
ate programming and opportunities for 
the youth organization to grow and thrive 
while keeping participants safe under 
COVID-19 protocols. 

Gene Cassidy, President and CEO of 
Eastern States Exposition said, “During 
this unique time in our history, ESE is do- 
ing all it can to support and provide an ap- 
propriate venue for youth and agriculture, 
the core of our mission.’ 

A variety of programs and competitions 
for youth are being considered including 
the introduction of a summer 4-H compet- 
itive event. Events will be carefully planned 
for participants and animals to be able to 


properly social distance in the barns and 
areas on the grounds. 

The group strives to explore innovative 
programming, to support youth and to ed- 
ucate them on career opportunities and 
workforce development. 

ESE Trustee and committee member 
Nick Barishian said, “We have joined forc- 
es with all six New England 4-H Programs, 
4-H Staff, 4-H Volunteers, and 4-H Youth 
from across New England to reimagine the 
New England 4-H Program to take its cur- 
rent best-in-class event, and bring it to an 
even better place, truly living the 4-H motto 
to ‘Make the Best Better.” 

More information will be available as 
plans develop. 


Springfield Symphony Orchestra 
announces virtual events 


SPRINGFIELD - The 
Springfield Symphony  Or- 
chestra is extending its virtual 
adult music education offer- 
ings with two new events for 
Winter 2021: Feb. 18, at 7:30 
p.m. Brahms Last Hurrah 
with Maestro Kevin Rhodes. In 
the fall, Maestro Rhodes led a 
lively and jam-packed session 
touching on the beginnings 
and endings of the nine Bee- 
thoven Symphonies, giving 
a fast and furious thumbnail 
sketch of how Beethoven's 
work over the course of his 
entire creative life compared 
with the music of his time. 
This time, the last movement 
of Symphony No. 4 in E Minor 
by Johannes Brahms will be 
under the microscope, pro- 
viding the basis of an entirely 
different lecture focusing on 
and digging into the details of 
Beethovens successors final 
symphonic movement. ‘This 
energetic 90-minute presenta- 
tion will include insights from 
the Maestro, musical excerpts, 
and plenty of time for your 
questions. 

On March 4, at 7:30 p.m. 
The Art of the Audition: From 
Conservatory to Career with 
SSO'’s Principal Cellist Emily Taubl SSO’s 
Principal Cellist Emily Taubl will offer an 
engaging and interactive discussion on 


this month. 


Follow Turley Sports 


on Instagram 


Turley Publications sports department has re- 
cently joined Instagram. You can find our account 
by searching “turleysports.’ We will regularly fea- 





Cellist Emily Taubl will do 
a virtual performance. SUB- 
MITTED PHOTOS 





Maestro Kevin Rhodes is 
schedule to perform later 


the intimidating world of au- 
ditions! Ever wonder what it’s 
really like to step into an audi- 
tion room? Curious about how 
an audition is run or what the 
panel is looking for? In this 
90-minute presentation, Em- 
ily will share stories and play 
excerpts on her cello to give 
a behind-the-scenes look at 
auditioning for The Juilliard 
School, Yale School of Music 
and the New England Conser- 
vatory as well as professional 
orchestral auditions. It will be 
a night of laughter, engaging 
discussion, and Q&A that’s 
perfect for musicians and 
non-musicians alike. 

Both events will be held 
via Zoom, and the link will 
be emailed after registration. 
Full details and registration 
information are _ available 
on the Symphony website at 
https://www.spring fieldsym- 
phony.org/adult-music-edu- 
cation-classes. Registration 
closes a half hour before each 
event. 

Through the Card to Cul- 
ture program, individuals who 
are EBT, WIC, or Connector- 
Care card holders may get free 
tickets to this event. Contact 
Education Director Kirsten Lipkens at klip- 
kens@springfieldsymphony.org if you are 
interested. 


Support the local 
businesses that support 
your local newspaper. 


Let them know you 
saw their ad in the 


Agawam Advertiser 


ture samples of photos that you will see in our 
publications on a weekly basis. Please follow and 


share with your friends and loved ones. We will be 
featuring photos from all 11 of our sports sections 
in the coming weeks, but as always, you can see all 
the photos that appear by subscribing to your local 
paper or picking up a copy in your community. 


USDA INSP. FRESH 


PORK BUTTS 
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Obituary 


Carl John Jackobek 


Carl John Jackobek, 75, passed away un- 
expectedly at home with family on January 
31, 2021. Carl was born in Springfield MA, 
on May 15, 1945, to the late Benjamin and 
Stephanie (Halgas) Jackobek. He grew up in 
Enfield CT, and he played baseball on the 
Varsity team and graduated from Enfield 
High School in 1963 and went on to receive 
an associates degree in Civil Engineering 
from Hartford State Technical Institute in 
1966. 

He worked full time at Combustion En- 
gineering while attending night school at 
WNEC and received a BS in Mechanical 
Engineering in 1974. He worked 25 years 
as an engineer for several companies, with 
his speciality in steel fabrication, and then 
was employed as a toll taker for the Mass. 
Turnpike Authority for 22 years until his re- 
tirement in 2012. 

He loved being a toll taker and it was his 
passion to greet thousands of people pass- 
ing through every day with smiles, stories 
and he shared a little bit of himself with ev- 
eryone he met and they did as well. 

He was a member of the Agawam Lions 
Club and was a parishioner of St. John the 
Evangelist Church in Agawam. 

Carl was a family man who loved his 
family with all his heart. He was the epito- 
me of what a dad/husband should be. Carl 
was the best dad, husband, brother, friend 
ever. He was kind, so loving, so gentle, wore 
his heart on his sleeve, had a great sense 
of humor, and always made sure his fam- 
ily and friends knew he loved them with 
letters, notes, cards, and always with his 


words and hugs. 

Carl and Ann had just celebrated their 
50th wedding anniversary on May 23rd, 
2020, with his surprise “car parade”. He 
loved football, UConn Women’s basketball, 
Nascar races, music, playing sports with his 
daughter, camping, spending time with his 
family and his grandson, Hunter, and loved 
watching the boats float through the canal 
at the Cape. 

He will be deeply missed by his loving 
wife, Ann (Schmidt) Jackobek of Agawam; 
his daughter, Karen Nadeau and her hus- 
band, Rick, grandson, Hunter and grand 
dog Penny, of New Bedford, MA; his daugh- 
ter, Alison Jackobek, of Agawam; his sister, 
Louise Biggerstaff and her husband, John, 
of Suffield, CT; his brother, Andrew Jacko- 
bek and wife, Lynne, of North Andover, MA, 
and several nephews, cousins and many 
friends. He was predeceased by his brother, 
Rudolph “Rudy” Jackobek, of Enfield, CT. 

Calling hours were held Saturday, Feb- 
ruary 6, 2021, from 8:00-9:00am at Colonial 
Forastiere Funeral Home, 985 Main St., 
Agawam with a service to follow at 9:00am. 

A Liturgy of Christian Burial will be 
held at 10:00am at St. John the Evangelist 
Church, 833 Main St., Agawam. Burial will 
be private. 

In lieu of flowers, donations in Carl's 
name may be made to the Agawam Lions, 
P.O. Box 52, Agawam, MA 01001 or to a 
charity of your choice in memory of Carl. 
To leave a message of personal condolence 
or for more information, visit www.foras- 
tiere.com. 





Free tax assistance offered 
through VITA program 


SPRINGFIELD - Springfield Partner for 
Community Action is gearing up for the an- 
nual free Volunteer Income Tax Assistance 
Program (VITA). Income eligible taxpayers 
earning less than $57,000 annually qualify 
and should call 413- 263-6500 to schedule 
an appointment. 

VITA volunteers assist low wage earners 
complete their 2020 federal and state in- 
come tax returns in addition to the earned 
income tax credits, child tax credit and 
education credits. Further making sure 
taxpayer claim and receive all state and 
federal tax benefits, including the Federal 
Earned Income Tax Credit (EITC). EITC is 
a federal income tax benefit designed to as- 
sist working families. It has been called the 
most significant federal program of lofting 
Americans out of poverty. 

Paul F. Bailey, executive director, said, 
“although we are closed to the public, the 
agency continues to assist participants. 
“This year due to COVID-19 we are imple- 
menting a new system using a drop box 
method. Drop box will allow participants 


USDA INSP. 
FRESH BONELESS 


BEEF TENDERLOIN 


CUT 


to safely drop-off all required tax docu- 
ments in advance. Volunteer tax preparers 
will complete and follow up. Completed 
taxes will be mailed or we can arrange for 
pickups’. 

Springfield Partners also offer the 
Low-Income Taxpayer Clinic (LITC) de- 
signed to assist taxpayers having issues be- 
fore the IRS and/or the State Department 
of Revenue. If youve received a notice form 
either state of federal tax authority or if you 
need to file prior year taxes you should call 
Mary Ellen at 413-263-6500 ext. 6565 or 
Marty O'Connor at 413-263-6500 ext. 6566. 

Springfield Partners is the official an- 
ti-poverty agency serving greater Spring- 
field and parts of Western MA. We offer 
several programs and services including 
Eviction Clinic, Housing Counseling, Credit 
Counseling, Financial Literacy, Weather- 
ization, Veterans Services, Emergency Fuel, 
New Beginnings Early Education & Care, 
COVID-19 Emergency Response, Scholar- 
ships and Telephone Reassurance. 


USDA INSP. FRESH 


FREE 


BONELESS & SKINLESS =. 
CHICKEN BREAST iis.:..° 1 “2 
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$969 


WHOLE wanssissmn fit 
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CENTER CUT PORK LOIN. a 
GHOPS or ROAST cur erce ; Ib 
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MAPLE SMOKED 


$6599 
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AMERICAN LAMB 
SHOULDER CHOP 


$399 


USDA INSP. 
GROUND FRESH DAILY 


80% LEAN 
GROUND BEEF 


SOT 


SALE DATES: 
2/18/21 - 2/24/21 
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CHICKEN 


USDA INSP. FROZEN 


ROASTER 
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CARROTS 
SLICED OR DICED.......... 4 


ETI ie@)ifaee) 90 Avocado St. 
Springfield 


413-737-1288 


www.90meat.com 
We reserve the right 
to limit quantities. 
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Agawam swimmers embracing chance to compete 
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Jack Patterson completes a dive. PHOTOS BY DAVID HENRY WWW.SWEETDOGPHOTOS.COM 


RACING 


Vigeant looks to make his Tri Track mark in 2021 


SEEKONK - Kurt Vigeant will 
look to make his mark in the Tri 
Track Open Modified Series in 
2021. The driver of the familiar 
white and orange No. 7 is set to 
compete in all of the races in the 
new season and hopes to contin- 
ue to make gains into the top 10 
as part of one of the most compet- 
itive fields in Modified racing. 

Vigeant, who has been in- 
volved in racing since the age of 
12, broke into the sport with AMA 
Motocross and became the Grand 
National Champion. He contin- 
ued into the Pro 4 Modifieds, 
where he went to Victory Lane, 
then became a two-time cham- 
pion at Thompson Speedway Mo- 
torsports Park in their Modified 
division. All of this experience 
drove his interest to move into 
the Tour-Type Modifieds, where 
he runs today, specifically with Tri 










AGAWAM - Every meet is a 
“home” meet in the shortened 
winter season. When it comes 
to swimming, meets are taking 
place virtually, with Agawam 
swimming in its own pool in vari- 
ous events, then comparing times 


| Ve 


with the teams they are paired 
with. Agawam boys swimming 
has a 1-3 record on the season, 
having competed against Ludlow, 
Minnechaug, East Longmeadow, 
and Longmeadow. The Brownies 
conclude the season on Feb. 23. 
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Kurt Vigeant will be among hopefuls in Tri Track series this year. SUBMITTED PHOTO 


Track. He's hoping to make gains 
on his previous efforts during the 
2021 season. 

“When I started in these types 
of Modifieds we ran a few races, 
then totaled the car and it took 
two years to fix it because we 


didnt have the funds, Vigeant 
said. “I enjoy the schedule that Tri 
Track has with the bullring tracks. 
I dont think anyone is content 
where they are running, until you 
are on the top.” 
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Noah Carra swims his best in the 200 medley relay. 














Jonathan Jung competes in the 200 individual medley. 


FALL II 
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MIAA hoping for 
successful Fall 2 season 


FRANKLIN - The Massachu- 
setts Interscholastic Athletic As- 
sociation (MIAA) COVID-19 Task 
Force representatives presented 
Fall II Season sport modifications 
and recommendations today for 
the 2020-2021 year to the MIAA 
Board of Directors. 

This presentation culminated 
the MIAA governance process 
which included _ sport-specific 
sub-committee meetings where 
current Executive Office of Energy 
and Environmental Affairs (EEA) 
and Massachusetts Department 
of Elementary and Secondary 
(DESE) guidelines were reviewed. 
Sport sub-committees created or 
updated sport specific modifica- 
tions, presented them for approv- 
al to the full sport committee and 


then presented, for approval, to 
the MIAA Sports Medicine Com- 
mittee (SMC). The MIAA Covid-19 
Task force subsequently reviewed 
and approved the modifications. 
MIAA Executive Director Bill 
Gaine stated, “Today's actions 
by the MIAAs Board of Directors 
are the culmination of the work 
of our membership committed to 
establishing optimal standards of 
health and safety that will provide 
the restoration of Fall sports for 
1000s of MIAA student-athletes.’ 
The MIAA Board of Directors 
voted to approve sport-specific 
modifications for the Fall II Sea- 
son. These modifications will 
continue to be reviewed as they 
relate to current regulations sur- 
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Pioneers to host 
Pelham clinic 


LUDLOW - Western United Pioneers FC is ex- 
cited to offer a soccer clinic in Pelham, MA for play- 
ers in the Massachusetts North Region. The clinic 
provides off-season training and skill development 
by WUP FC coaches. The second sessions available. 

This program is offered to boys and girls born 


in 2010, 2011, 2012, 2013, and 2014. The four-week 
program includes one practice per week for a total 
of $65 per session. Sessions will consist of a max of 
15 players per field (COVID regulation for the play- 
ers safety). 

SESSION 2: MONDAYS 2/22, 3/1, 3/8, and 3/15 

Boys and Girls Born 2013 and 2014: Session is 
at 5 p.m. 

Boys and Girls Born 2010, 2011, and 2012: Ses- 
sion is at 6 p.m. 

The sessions will be held at Pelham Elementary 
School at 45 Amherst Road, Pelham, MA 01002. 





FALL Il & from page 8 


rounding COVID-19 and may be modified if necessary. 
Additional modifications or the decision to participate in 
MIAA-recognized Fall II sports will be determined by local 
school districts and/or their local Boards of Health. You 
may view the Task Force presentation HERE. 

MIAA President Jeffrey Granatino said, “We made ad- 
justments in the fall and had a success first season. We 
made additional modifications for the winter and our 
student-athletes have been actively engaged since Decem- 
ber. Now we are hopeful that with the guidance from the 
Governors office and of EEA, along with the work of our 
various committees, that we will be able to have a safe and 
successful Fall II Season.” You may view all MIAA sport 
modifications on the MIAA COVID-19 webpage. 

The following sports have been approved by the MIAA 
for the Fall If Season: Cheerleading, Football, Indoor 
Track, and Unified Basketball. The following sports were 
approved for the Fall I Season, however, local districts may 
have decided to move them to the Fall II Season: Cross 
Country, Dance, Golf, Field Hockey, Soccer, Swim and Dive, 
and Volleyball. 

The timeframe of the MIAA Fall II Season is Febru- 
ary 22-April 25, 2021. There will be no MIAA sponsored 
post-season tournament for the Fall II Season. 


RACING & from page 8 


Vigeant is no stranger to the series, competing at all of 
the tracks that Tri Track will visit during the 2021 season. 
Enjoying the bullrings makes Tri Track a perfect fit -- as the 
series makes the schedule based off the tracks that equal 
the playing field and put the capabilities of the driver into 
the forefront. 

“Tve had good success when it comes to qualifying for 
the features, Vigeant said. “I think I've only missed two 
since I started running with Tri Track. But I'm lacking 
those finishes... Ineed some luck. It’s tough to compete, as 
an underfunded team, on a series with a lot of talent. But 
we are fighting, and I couldnt do it without my sponsor 
and my team.’ 

Vigeant carries the colors of Gary Rice Equipment and 
Service on the car, and has a variety of crew members that 
are regulars with him at the track. He is always looking for 
additional sponsors to help him get through the season, 
whether big or small. Crew members include Rob Ander- 
son, Josh O'Connell, Joey Pole, Billy Bodreau (crew chief), 
Melissa O'Connell, Dennis West, Carroll Vescovi and oth- 
ers, when necessary and available. 

“The crew supports me no matter what happens, 
Vigeant said. “My mom and dad -- they are first -- my dad 
is a diehard. His health has been going south a bit, so we 
are just taking it race-by-race and remembering every mo- 
ment we have together.’ 

His goal in the 2021 season is to continue to take it race- 
by-race, improve on his finishing positions and aim for the 
top-five in the six series events. 

“Tm hoping that this year we can run much better and 
run in the front, Vigeant said. “It comes down to how 
much money we can gather as a small team. We go to each 
race, buy four or five tires, and do the best we can. We do it 
for the love of the sport.’ 

The Tri Track Open Modified Series season opens in 
May at Monadnock Speedway. For more information on 
the series, visit tritrackmodifieds.com and follow the series 
on social media. For more information on Souza Media, 
visit kylesouza.com. 


Find us online: 
www.sports.turley.com 


Bay State Games partners with charter schools 


WOBURN - Bay State Games is excited to announce 
new partnerships with the Massachusetts Charter School 
Athletic Organization (MCSAO) and New England Prepa- 
ratory School Athletic Conference (NEPSAC). Bay State 
Games has a long history with the Massachusetts Second- 
ary School Athletic Directors Association, and now with 
this new partnership with the MCSAO and NEPSAC, BSG 
is hoping to reach all Massachusetts high school students. 

Both the MCSAO and NEPSAC organize athletic cham- 
pionships for their respective leagues and reach thousands 
of student-athletes every year. Bay State Games hopes this 
partnership will help share athletic and educational op- 
portunities to every high school student-athlete in Massa- 
chusetts. 

“The MCSAO is very excited to partner with an organi- 
zation like the Bay State Games. Working together we are 
hopeful to provide more opportunities for student-athletes 
to compete in different high-level athletic tournaments 
and venues, says Drew Betts, Co-Executive Director of the 
Massachusetts Charter School Athletic Organization. “In 
addition, we are pleased that this will be additional ave- 
nues for student athletes within the MCSAO to work with 
the Bay State Games to promote teamwork and sports- 


Hampshire association 
seeking umpires 


REGION - The Hampshire Franklin Baseball Um- 
pire Association (HFBUA) is planning to conduct 
classes for the 2021 baseball season following all rec- 
ommended COVID-19 protocols including the pos- 


sibility of on-line instruction. The association covers 
umpiring of scholastic baseball for all of Hampshire 
and Franklin county schools registered under MIAA 
and several other baseball leagues in the area. If you 
are interested in umpiring baseball or obtaining fur- 
ther information regarding the upcoming classes 
please contact Roger Booth - Secretary/Treasurer of 
the HFBUA via email at quilthunter@comcast.net. 





How to submit 
legal notices 


All legal notices to be published in the Agawam 
Advertiser News should be sent directly to notices@ 
turley.com. Please indicate the newspapers and pub- 
lication date(s) for the notice(s) in the subject line of 
your email. For questions regarding coverage area, 
procedures or cost, please call Jamie Joslyn directly at 
413-283-8393, ext. 216. 

Turley Publications Inc. publishes 15 weekly news- 
papers throughout Western Massachusetts. Visit 
www.turley.com for more information. 


SERVIGE: 


We can handle all of 
your motorcycle’s 


WARRANTY 
3 Years / 36,000 Mile 


manship in support of the Games mission.’ 

Of the new partnership, NEPSAC President George Tah- 
an said, “We at NEPSAC are thrilled to be able to partner 
with the Bay State Games and help afford NEPSAC stu- 
dent-athletes with additional opportunities to participate 
in a number of sports and event offerings. NEPSAC's prin- 
ciple purpose aligns seamlessly with the Bay State Games 
mission of ‘promoting personal development, education, 
physical fitness, teamwork, and sportsmanship and we at 
NEPSAC look forward to long and rewarding relationship.’ 

Offering opportunities to compete in Bay State Summer 
and Winter Games events, Future Leaders Scholarship 
Program, High School Ambassador Program, and Sports- 
manship Program as well as coaching opportunities for 
high school coaches is the goal of this partnership. 

“Ensuring that all high school student-athletes in Mas- 
sachusetts are aware of and have access to all Bay State 
Games programs is an important goal of our organization, 
said Executive Director, Kevin Cummings. “These collabo- 
rations with the NEPSAC and MCSAO will help us achieve 
this goal and highlight the outstanding athletes, coaches, 
and administrators from both organizations. 


sign-ups now available 
for 2021 Relics softball 


LUDLOW - The Western Mass Relics has opened 
registration for the 2021 Senior Softball Season. ‘The 
Silver Division (age 50 to 64) has filled 36 of the 112 
spots and the Gold Division (65-and-up) has filled 32 
of the 96 spots. ‘The registrations are accepted on a 
first come first serve basis. All our games are played 
at the Fish & Game in Ludlow. For further informa- 
tion or to register go to http://www.westernmassrel- 
ics.org. 


Please check 


NOTICE 


ERRORS: Each advertis- 
er is requested to check 


the accuracy of 
your legal notice 
prior to submis- 
sion (i.e., date, 
time, spelling). 
Also, be sure 
the requested 
publication date 
coincides with 
the purpose of the 
notice, or as the 
law demands. 
Thank you. 


their advertisement the 
first time it appears. 
This paper will not be 
responsible for more 
than one corrected in- 
sertion, nor will be li- 
able for any error in 
an advertisement to a 
greater extent than the 
cost of the space occu- 
pied by the item in the 
advertisement. 





443 Springfield St. -Agawam 
Monday - Friday 7:30 - 5PM 


413-789-2181 


www.vfauto.com 
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Preowned vehicles you can 
trust! Financing available. 


maintenance & tire 


From a basic oil change to complete car 
repair services, our professional staff can 
handle all of your needs! 


AUTOMOTIVE REPAIR EXPERTS 


needs, including MA 
State Inspections 


Value & Friendly 


service is in our name! 


*Inspections coming soon 


WE FIX EVERYTHING! 


FREE Wi-Fi* Shuttle Service * Financing Available * Rental Cars Available * State of the art equipment 
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12 WEEKLY NEWSPAPERS 


A TURLEY PUBLICATION 1 www.turley.com 


ANTIQUE AND PERIOD CHAIRS 
- Restored with new woven seats — 
Many styles and weaves available. Call 
(413)289-6670 


DISH TV - $59.99 For 190 Channels 
+ $14.95 High Speed Internet. Free 
installation, Smart HD DVR Included, 
Free Voice Remote. Some restrictions 
apply. Call 1-877-925-7371 


FIREWOOD 


Ai WE STILL HAVE SEASONED 
FIREWOOD Prompt Delivery and 
Competitive Pricing. Call now S & K 
413-267-3100 


AA !!!!SEASONED FIREWOOD!!! 
Over a cord guaranteed. Cut, Split, 
Prompt delivery. Call D & D Cordwood 
(413)348-4326. 


FIREWOOD 
Fresh cut & split $160.00 
Seasoned cut & split $200.00 
All hardwood. 
Tree length available 
*Also have seasoned softwood for 
outdoor boilers (Cheap). Quality & vol- 
umes guaranteed!! New England 
Forest Products (413)477-0083 


MISCELLANEOUS 


A PLACE FOR MOM. The nation’s 
largest senior living referral service. 
Contact our trusted, local experts to- 
day! Our service is FREE/no obliga- 
tion. CALL 1-855-799-4127 


DEALING WITH WATER DAM- 
AGE requires immediate action. Local 
professionals that respond immediate- 
ly. Nationwide and 24/7. No Mold Calls. 
1-800-506-3367 


DO YOU HAVE chronic knee or back 
pain? If you have insurance, you may 
qualify for the perfect brace at little to 
no cost. Get yours today! Call 1-800- 
217-0504 


FILL OUT AND MAIL THIS 


MAIL TO: Classifieds, 24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069 


INVENTORS- FREE  INFOR- 
MATION PACKAGE Have your 
product idea developed affordably by 
the Research & Development pros 
and presented to manufacturers. Call 
855-380-5976 for a free idea starter 
guide. Submit your idea for a free con- 
sultation. 


LIFE ALERT. 24/7. One press of 
a button sends help FAST! Medical, 
Fire, Burglar. Even if you can't reach 
a phone! FREE brochure. CALL 800- 
457-1917 


MOBILEHELP, AMERICA’S PRE- 
MIER MOBILE MEDICAL ALERT 
SYSTEM. Whether you're Home or 
Away. For Safety and Peace of Mind. 
No Long Term Contracts! Free Bro- 
chure! Call Today! 1-844-892-1017 


OXYGEN-ANYTIME. ANY- 
WHERE. No tanks to refill. No deliv- 
eries. Only 2.8 pounds! FAA approved! 
FREE info kit: Call 1-855-917-4693 


PROMOTE YOUR PRODUCT, ser- 
vice or business to 1.7 million house- 
holds throughout New England. Reach 
4 million potential readers quickly and 
inexpensively with great results. Use 
the Buy New England Classified Ad 
Network by calling (413)283-8393, 
classifieds @turley.com. Do they work? 
You are reading one of our ads now!! 
Visit our website to see where your 
ads run 

communitypapersne.com 


STAY IN YOUR HOME longer with 
an American Standard Walk-In Bath- 
tub. Receive up to $1,500 off, including 
a free toilet, and a lifetime warranty 
on the tub and installation! Call us at 
1-866-945-3783. 


STOP STRUGGLING ON THE 
STAIRS. Give your life a lift with an 
ACORN STAIRLIFT! Call now for $250. 
OFF your stairlift purchase and FREE 
DVD & brochure! 1-844-325-8610 


or call: 413-283-8393 


Base Price 
$26.50 


Base Price 
$28.50 


Base Price 
$30.50 


Base Price 
$32.50 


Base Price 
$34.50 


Base Price 
$27.00 
Base Price 
$29.00 
Base Price 
$31.00 
Base Price 
$33.00 


Base Price 
$35.00 
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A CALL WE HAUL 
WE TAKE IT ALL 
WE LOAD IT ALL 
Lowest Rates, 
accumulations, junk, estates, 
attics, garages, appliances, 
basements, demo services. 
10% disc. with this ad of services. 
Dumpster Rentals available for rent. 
All Major CC’s 
CALL NOW (413)531-1936 
acallwehaul @ gmail.com 


> > 
gf AB Hauling and 
i. Removal Service 


Fy 





A & B HOUSEHOLD 
REMOVAL SERVICE******* 
Cellars, attics, garages cleaned, yard 
debris. Barns, sheds, demolished. 
Swimming pools removed. Cheap- 
er than dumpster fees and we do all 
the work. Lowest rates. Fully insured. 
(413)283-6512, cell (413)222- 

8868. 


Asphalt Driveway patch & repair 
washed out pot holes. Small Jobs. Tim 
(413)563-2229 


B&D PROPERTY MAINTENANCE 


Since 1982, 
HIC#175887 
Carpentry, Painting, Roofing, Apart- 
ment Turnovers, Cleanups, Lawn Care, 
Fall Cleanup, Snow Removal, more. 
(413) 455-5458 


Insured, Referencs, 


BILODEAU AND SON ROOFING. 


Established 1976. New re-roofs and 
repairs. Gutter cleanings and repairs. 
Licensed/ insured. Call (413)967- 
6679 


Base Price 
$26.00 


Base Price 
$27.50 


Base Price 
$28.00 


Base Price 
$30.00 


Base Price 
$29.50 


Base Price Base Price 
$31.50 $32.00 
Base Price 
$33.50 


Base Price 
$34.00 


Base Price Base Price 
$35.50 $36.00 





Name... =~. Phone: CCC 
Address; 
OW s= = = State:_ Zips 
NumberofWeeks: CSC «sésper week rate =G _ 
Credit Card: L) MasterCard LIVISA Discover LV Cash L) Check# 
Card#. Exp.Date_ CVV 
Amountofcharge: Date; 


DEADLINES: 


BOB ROBILLARD’S RUBBISH 
REMOVAL attics, cellars, garag- 
es cleaned. Light moving. Gutters 
Cleaned. Family owned/ operated 
since 1950 (413)537-5090 


CHAIR SEAT WEAVING & refinish- 
ing - cane, fiber rush & splint - Class- 
room instructor, 20+ years experience. 
Call Walt at (413)289-6670 for esti- 
mate. 


DRYWALL AND CEILINGS, plas- 
ter repair. Drywall hanging. Taping & 
complete finishing. All ceiling textures. 
Fully insured. Jason at Great Walls. 
(413)563-0487 


PAINT AND PAPER Over 25 years 
experience. References. Lic #086220. 
Please call Kevin 978-355-6864. 





WE RENOVATE, SELL & PUR- 
CHASE (any condition) horse drawn 
vehicles such as sleighs, carriages, 
surreys, wagons, dr’s buggies, drive- 
able or lawn ornaments. Some furni- 
ture and other restoration services 
available. Reasonable prices. Quality 
workmanship. Call (413)213-0373 
for estimate and information. 
DEMERS & SONS 
BELCHERTOWN, MA 


APPLIANCES 


ALLEN ST. JEAN APPLIANCE 
REPAIR 413-562-5082 Servicing 
all brands of major appliances. Senior 
discounts available. Servicing all of 
western MA. 


I SERVING 50 LOCAL COMMUNITIES 


CHILD SERVICES 


*NEW STATE LAW. Anyone adver- 
tising caring of children must list a li- 
cense number to do so if they offer this 
service in their own home. 


ELECTRICIAN 


CHAMPAGNE ELECTRICAL 
CONTRACTORS Service changes/ 
upgrades, generators, phone/data wir- 
ing, smoke detectors. Insured. Credit 
cards accepted. License #22882A 
(413) 210-9140 


DEPENDABLE ELECTRICIAN, 
FRIENDLY service, installs deicing 
cables. Free estimates. Fully insured. 
Scott Winters electrician Lic. #13514-B 
Call (413)244-7096. 


HOME 
IMPROVEMENT 


CERAMIC TILE INSTALLATION 
Kitchen, bath, foyers. Referenc- 
es. Lic #086220. Please call Kevin 
(978)355-6864. 


DELREO HOME IMPROVEMENT 


for all your exterior home improve- 
ment needs. ROOFING, SIDING, 
WINDOWS, DOORS, DECKS & GUT- 
TERS. Extensive references available, 
Fully Licensed & Insured in MA. & CT. 
Call GARY DELCAMP @ 413-569- 
3733 


HOME IMPROVEMENTS. RE- 
MODELING Kitchens, baths. Ceram- 
ic tile, windows, painting, wallpapering, 
siding, decks. Insurance work. Fully 
insured. Free estimates. (413)246- 
2783 Ron. 


MONEY MAKER 


QUABBIN & SUBURBAN — FRIDAY AT NOON 


Quabbin 
Village Hills 


Circulation: 
50,500 


HILLTOWNS — MONDAY AT NOON 





GRANBY 


Hilltowns 
Circulation: 9,800 


Buy the Quabbin Village Hills or 
the Suburban Residential ZONE 
for $26.00 for 20 words plus 
50¢ for each additional word. 
Add $10 for a second Zone 

or add $15 to run in 


ALL THREE ZONES. 


First ZONE base price 


BELCHERTOWN 


a 
BROOKFIELD 
BRIMFIELD 
STURBRIDGE 










HUBBARDSTON 





NEW BRAINTREE 
WEST NORTH 
BROOKFIELD | BROOKFIELD 


EAST 
BROOKFIE! D 









WALES ( HOLLAND 


Suburban 





Residential 
Circulation: 
59,000 


Includes 
———— additional words 


Add asecond ZONE __ $10.00 


~ Run my ad in the 
following ZONE(s): 


Add athird ZONE __—**5.00 ) 
a 


Subtotal 
Xx Number of Weeks 
TOTAL Enclosed 


OUR CLASSIFIEDS REACH 50 COMMUNITIES EVERY WEEK! 


Call us at 413.283.8393 


WATER DAMAGE 
_CALL JAY (413)436-5782- 
FOR REPAIRS 
COMPLETE DRYWALL SER- 
VICE. FINISHING, PAINTING, 
CEILINGS (SMOOTH OR TEX- 
TURED). 40+ YEARS EXPERI- 
ENCE. FULLY INSURED. 


LANDSCAPING 


A+ ROZELL’S 
LANDSCAPING & 
BOBCAT SERVICE 

Excavator Services 
Overgrown property? 
Extreme Brush Cutting! 
Shrub, Stump, Tree Removal 
Lawn/Arborvite Installed 
Loam, Stone, Mulch, Sand 
Storm Clean-up 
Maintenance 
Small Demolition/ Junk Removal/ 
Clean-outs 
Insured 
Josh 413-636-5957 


PLUMBING 


GREG LAFOUNTAIN PLUMBING 
& HEATING Lic #19196 Repairs & 
Replacement of fixtures, water heater 
installations, steam/HW boiler replace- 
ment. Kitchen & Bath remodeling. 30 
years experience. Fully insured. $10 
Gift Card With Work Performed. Call 
Greg (413)592-1505 


LINC’S PLUMBING 
LIC. #J27222 
“New Season” 
“New Projects” 
Call LINC’S 
For Your Connection 
(413)668-5299 


RUBBISH 
REMOVAL 


TRASH, JUNK, CLUTTER We clean 
out all. Prompt courteous service. Ful- 
ly insured. Free estimates. Dumpster 
service available. DiRico Properties 
(413) 530-1299 


TREE WORK 


DL & G TREE SERVICE- Every- 
thing from tree pruning, tree removal, 
stump grinding, storm damage and 
brush chipping. Honest and Depend- 
able. Fully insured. Now offering a 
Senior Citizen and Veteran discount. 
Call today for free estimate (413)478- 
4212 


STUMP 
GRINDING 


DL & G STUMP GRINDING Grind- 
ing stumps of all sizes, insured & certi- 
fied. Senior discounts. Call Dave 413- 
478-4212 


AUTO 


CARS/TRUCKS WANTED!!! All 
Makes/ Models 2000-2019! Any Con- 
dition, Running or Not. Top $$$ Paid! 
Free Towing! We're Nationwide! Call 
Now: 1-888-513-1505. 


RETIRED RACING 
GREYHOUNDS AVAILABLE 
FOR ADOPTION 
SPAYED/NEUTERED, WORMED, 


SHOTS, HEARTWORM TESTED, 
TEETH CLEANED 


MAKE A FAST FRIEND! 


GREYHOUND OPTIONS INC. 
CALL MARY AT 413-566-3129 
OR CLAIRE AT 413-967-9088 
OR GO TO 
WWW.GREYHOUNDOPTIONS. 
ORG 


Find archives of this 
local newspaper at 


WWW.newspapers.turley.com 
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Public Notices 





Commonwealth of 
Massachusetts 
The Trial Court 
Probate and Family Court 
Hampden Division 
50 State Street 
Springfield, MA 01103 
(413)748-8600 
Docket No. HD21P0211EA 
Estate of: 
JOSEPH L DUBUC 
Date of Death: 
December 27, 2020 
INFORMAL PROBATE 
PUBLICATION NOTICE 

To all persons interested 
in the above captioned estate, 
by Petition of Petitioner 
KATHLEEN DUBUC- 
KING of GALLATIN, TN 
a Will has been admitted to 
informal probate. 

KATHLEEN DUBUC- 
KING of GALLATIN, TN has 
been informally appointed as 
the Personal Representative 
of the estate to serve without 
surety on the bond. 

The estate is being admin- 
istered under informal pro- 
cedure by the Personal Rep- 
resentative under the Mass- 
achusetts Uniform Probate 


Code without supervision 
by the Court. Inventory and 
accounts are not required to 
be filed with the Court, but 
interested parties are entitled 
to notice regarding the admin- 
istration from the Personal 
Representative and can peti- 
tion the Court in any matter 
relating to the estate, includ- 
ing distribution of assets and 
expenses of administration. 
Interested parties are enti- 
tled to petition the Court to 
institute formal proceedings 
and to obtain orders terminat- 
ing or restricting the powers 
of Personal Representatives 
appointed under informal pro- 
cedure. A copy of the Petition 
and Will, if any, can be 
obtained from the Petitioner. 
02/18/2021 


AGAWAM 
CONSERVATION 
COMMISSION 
LEGAL AD 

The Agawam Conserva- 
tion Commission will meet 
remotely, due to the COVID 
-19 restrictions, through Zoom 


at 6:00 PM on Thursday, 
February 25, 2021. The 
purpose of this meeting will 
be to hear the application 
of Eversource Energy on a 
Request for Determination 
of Applicability for their Con 
Edison Gas Line Replacement 
Project located on Springfield 
Street. 
Join Zoom webinar: 
https://usO2web.zoom.us/ 
j/828 18974792? pwd=e] g4b- 
Wx6Z1FOdUIXNXFZNOhI- 
YVgewQT09 
Passcode: 909835 
Webinar ID: 828 1897 
4792 
Or Telephone: 
+1 301 715 8592 
(Germantown) or +1 312 626 
6799 (Chicago) 
By Order of 
Henry A. Kozloski, 
Chairman 
AGAWAM CONSERVATION 
COMMISSION 
02/18/2021 


Commonwealth of 
Massachusetts 
The Trial Court 
Probate and Family Court 
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Hampden Division 
50 State Street 
Springfield, MA 01103 
(413)748-8600 
Docket No. HD21P0202EA 
Kstate of: 
Lois Beverly Peterson 
Also Known As: 

Lois B. Peterson 
Date of Death: 
December 10, 2020 
INFORMAL PROBATE 
PUBLICATION NOTICE 

To all persons interested in 
the above captioned estate, by 
Petition of Petitioner Linda 
M. Lolos of Feeding Hills, 
MA, a Will has been admitted 
to informal probate. 

Linda M. Lolos of 
Feeding Hills, MA has been 
informally appointed as the 
Personal Representative of the 
estate to serve without surety 
on the bond. 

The estate is being admin- 
istered under informal pro- 
cedure by the Personal Rep- 
resentative under the Mass- 
achusetts Uniform Probate 
Code without supervision 
by the Court. Inventory and 
accounts are not required to 
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be filed with the Court, but 
interested parties are entitled 
to notice regarding the admin- 
istration from the Personal 
Representative and can peti- 
tion the Court in any matter 
relating to the estate, includ- 
ing distribution of assets and 
expenses of administration. 
Interested parties are enti- 
tled to petition the Court to 
institute formal proceedings 
and to obtain orders terminat- 
ing or restricting the powers 
of Personal Representatives 
appointed under informal pro- 
cedure. A copy of the Petition 
and Will, if any, can be 
obtained from the Petitioner. 
02/18/2021 


AGAWAM 
CONSERVATION 
COMMISSION 
LEGAL AD 

The Agawam Conserva- 
tion Commission will hold 
a remote public hearing, due 
to the COVID19 restrictions, 
on Thursday, February 25, 
2021 at 6:15 PM online via 
Zoom. The purpose of this 
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228 West St., Ware, MA 01082 
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TAX TIME 


CHANTEL BLEAU 
ACCOUNTING SERVICES 


For Full Accounting & Tax Service 
Registered Tax Return Preparer 


califoran IRS 


PROVIDER 


The IRS does not endorse any particular individual tax return preparer. 
For more information on tax preparers go to irs.gov. 





Income Tax Preparation 


~ 3l years tax experience ~ 







Bruce J. Charwick 


AUTHORIZED 


PROVIDER 


62 Jim Ash Road 


(413) 283-5596 Palmer, MA 01069 





Personal & Small Business 





Federal & All States 


FAASF FAIA CTSEA 


TAX PREPARATION SERVICE 
413 324-2135 


IRS Certified lax Preparers 
Independently owned and operated. Over 25 years experience. 
1622 North Main Street, Palmer, MA 01069 
Fasttax @ charter.net 
Free E-File & Direct Deposit 


FINANCIAL SERVICES 


588 Center Street 
Ludlow, MA 01056 


www.ajefinancial.com 


(413)589-1671 


We are here and ready for the 2020 tax filing season! 
Personal, Business, Corporate and Partnership tax filing. 
Please give us a call at the office or 
visit our website for our COVID practices. 


Kitchen Table Taxes 


Personal & Small Business Tax Returns 
"David The Tax Man" 


HRS) Tel: 413-289-0058 
<em>! Fax: 413-324-2167 


Credit Cards Welcome 
kitchentabletaxes@gmail.com 





David E. Whitney 
Enrolled Agent 

Sixty-Five Jim Ash Road 
Palmer, MA 01069-9814 
www. kifchentabletaxes.com 


\VCelleral(e)dam kebarclalem mlatclaleitcliteis Alesis 


IRS Problems? 
Let a Professional Handle it for you. 
Call us anytime! 


Complete Tax Services: 
Personal, Business, Corporations and Partnerships 


Telephone (413) 786-8727 ¢ Fax (413) 786-1833 
betty@melchioritax.com * pauline@ melchioritax.com 


24 Southwick Street, Feeding Hills, MA 01030 





Call Your Local Turley Publications Sales Representative For Information And Rates On Advertising Your Tax Service Here 


CALL 413-283-8393 TO PLACE YOUR AD TODAY! 





WE’VE EXPANDED OUR WEB SITE 


PUBLIC NOTICES 


Email all 
notices to 
notices@turley.com 


i 


newspaper title. 


ARE NOW ONLINE 


Access archives and 
digital tear sheets by 


3 


Find a quick link to the state of Massachusetts’ 
public notice web site to search all notices in 
Massachusetts newspapers. 


Public notice deadlines are Mondays at noon, Fridays noon for Monday holidays. 
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SERVING 50 LOCAL COMMUNITIES 


hearing will be to hear the 
Notice of Intent Application 
of Sound Seal, Inc. for work 
to be performed at 50 H.P. 
Almgren Drive, subject to 
the Massachusetts Wetlands 
Protection Act. Interested 
parties can contact the 
Conservation Commission 
at pkerr@agawam.ma.us for 
more information, to provide 
written comments prior to the 
meeting or attend via the fol- 
lowing: 

Join Zoom Webinar: 

https://usO2web.zoom.us/ 
j/82818974792?pwd=ejg4b- 
Wx6Z1FOdUIXNXFZNOhI- 
YVgwQT09 

Passcode: 909835 

Webinar ID: 828 1897 
4792 

Or Telephone: 

US: +1 301 715 8592 
(Germantown) or +1 312 626 
6799 (Chicago) 

By Order of 
Henry A. Kozloski, Chairman 
AGAWAM CONSERVATION 

COMMISSION 
02/18/2021 


Call us at 413.283.8393 





VALLEY 
WAS) (Gre 
(GROUP 


Prevention &° Medical Care 
To Help You Live Better, Longer. 
NOW HIRING!!! Valley Medical Group, 
a multi-specialty group serving over 
55,000 patients is currently hiring for a 
Family Practice RN, Family Practice 
LPN, Family Practice Medical Assis- 
tant, Gl Technician, Infection Control 
RN and per diem Covid Vaccine RN for 
positions in our Amherst office! To 
view more details about our openings 
and to apply online, please visit www. 

vmgma.com. Come Join Our Team!! 





TOWN OF WARE VACANCIES 
The Town of Ware seeks applications 
for the following positions: Con- 
servation Agent (part-time, 10- 
15 hours per week. Department 
Assistant (part-time, 19 ours per 
week) - Planning and Community 
Development. Administrative As- 
sistant - Assessors (full-time). Proj- 
ect Evaluator - Community health 
Improvement Plan grant program. Full 
job descriptions and application forms 
are available on the town’s website, 
www.townofware.com. Positions re- 
main open until filled. Submit applica- 
tions to Town Manager, Town of Ware, 
126 Main Street, Ware, MA 01082 or 
sbeckley @ townofware.com. 


HEALTH CARE 


Looking for a PCA for a Paralyzed 
Male. Hours 7am-11am Saturday/ 
Sunday duties: transfer from bed to 
wheelchair, sometimes use hoyer lift, 
personal care, meal prep. Additional 
pay for morning shift. 4pm-6pm or 
5pm-7pm Saturday/Sunday duties: 
laundry and shopping. Call Mary 
(413)244-5520 
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FRIDAY AT NOON 
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FOR RENT 


EQUAL HOUSING 
OPPORTUNITY 


ALL REAL ESTATE advertised 
herein is subject to the Federal Fair 
Housing Act, which makes it illegal to 
advertise “any preference, limitation, 
or discrimination because of race, col- 
or, religion, sex, handicap, familial sta- 
tus, or national origin, or intention to 
make any such preference, limitation, 
or discrimination.” We will not knowing- 
ly accept any advertising for real es- 
tate which is in violation of the law. All 
persons are hereby informed that all 
dwellings advertised are available on 
an equal opportunity basis. 


VACATION 
RENTALS 


WARM WEATHER IS Year Round 
In Aruba. The water is safe, and the 
dining is fantastic. Walk out to the 
beach. 3-Bedroom weeks available. 
Sleeps 8. Email: carolaction@ aol.com 
for more information. 


FOR RENT 


a 


All real estate advertising in this 
newspaper is subject to the Federal 
Fair Housing Act of 1968, which makes 
it illegal to advertise any preference, 
limitation or discrimination based on 
race, color, religion, sex, handicap, 
familial status (number of children and 
or pregnancy), national origin, ancestry, 
age, marital status, or any intention to 


make any such preference, limitation or 
discrimination. 


This newspaper will not knowingly accept 
any advertising for real estate that is in 
violation of the law. Our readers are hereby 
informed that all dwellings advertising in 
this newspaper are available on an equal 
opportunity basis. To complain about 
discrimination call The Department of 
Housing and Urban Development “ HUD” 
toll-free at 1-800-669-9777. For the N.E. 
area, call HUD at 617-565-5308. The toll 
free number for the hearing impaired is 
1-800-927-9275. 








SOUTH HADLEY - The Jazz Ensembles 
of Mount Holyoke College present the 16th 
edition of The Big Broadcast! on Saturday, 
March 6 at 2 p.m. and 7:30 p.m., in a free 
streaming version of what would have ap- 
peared on the stage of Chapin Auditorium 
on the Mount Holyoke College campus in 
South Hadley. Now titled The (Little) Big 
Broadcast, it’s a one-hour tribute to the 
1940's radio show, created by and directed 
by Mark Gionfriddo, featuring the Mount 
Holyoke College Big Band, Vocal Jazz, and 
Chamber Jazz Ensembles performing well- 
known tunes from the swing era and the 
American songbook. WWLP-TV meteorol- 
ogist Brian Lapis is emcee “Fred Kelley” for 
his 14th consecutive season. 

Mount Holyoke College music faculty 
member Mark Gionfriddo originally creat- 
ed ‘The Big Broadcast! for a small cabaret 
group he directed, and incorporated it into 
the concert season at Mount Holyoke Col- 
lege. It has since been designated as a Sig- 
nature Event at the college. 

The (Little) Big Broadcast!, according to 
Gionfriddo, is reconfigured for challenging 
times. “We've got a series of songs from the 
golden age of radio, along with some radio 
commercials of the day. Were featuring the 
Glenn Miller version of “Little Brown Jug’, 
two Cole Porter hits--”"You Do Something 
To Me’ and “Night and Day’; Bobby Troups 
“Route 66° as performed by Bing Crosby & 
The Andrews Sisters; “My Funny Valentine” 
from Rodgers and Hart's Babes in Arms, 
and “Star Eyes’, a tune made famous by 
Helen O'Connell and Jimmy Dorsey. 

Mark Gionfriddo, creator and director 
(and “Matt Morgan”) of The (Little) Big 
Broadcast! is well-known to area concert- 
goers as a piano soloist, coach/accompa- 
nist, composer/arranger, conductor and 
music director. A versatile musician, Mark's 
knowledge of diverse repertoire includes 
classical, jazz, rock, and popular music. 
Mark has been based at Mount Holyoke 
College since 1986 where he is Coordinator 
of Piano Studies for the Department of Mu- 
sic as well as Director and Founder of the 
Jazz Ensembles. In addition, Mark is Catho- 
lic Music Director and conducts the Abbey 
Chapel Singers for the Office of Religious 
and Spiritual Life. 


Seapine: FEBRUARY 24 


Published the weeks of 
March 3 - March 19, 2021 
in 12 of our popular 
community newspapers 


Take advantage of this special 
rate of $45.00 pci to reach over 
83,000 homes in 
Western Massachusetts. 


APRIL 2021 
A SPECIAL 
SECTION 
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In 2000, Mark accompanied Garrison 
Keillor on the Chapin Auditorium stage in 
a New England Public Radio benefit show, 
and he conducted the MHC Big Band in 
2006 during two episodes of the popular 
NPR public radio quiz show “Says You!” 
During the summer, Mark was resident 
music director for Berkshire Theatre Group 
for their productions of Peter Pan, Seussical 
the Musical, Mary Poppins, Beauty and The 
Beast, A Christmas Carol, The Music Man, 
Tarzan, Shrek the Musical, and the Neil 
Ellenoff Musical Mondays series. Mark’s 
production of A Class Act also appeared 
off-Broadway at the Robert Moss Theatre. 

Mark has recently reunited with the 
internationally renowned Young@Heart 
Chorus as pianist and arranger, a post he 
originally held from 1992-1998. He is also 
co-author of Good Night, Dear Hart, Good 
Night, a book about Holyoke’ Hart-Lester 
H. Allen and the Ponzi scandal, on the Epi- 
graph imprint. 

Brian Lapis (“Fred Kelley”) joined the 
22News Storm Team in 1996. He got his 
start in broadcasting at the age of 15 at 
radio station WILI, in his hometown of 
Willimantic, CT. He's worked as a radio 
on-air talent for stations in Hartford, CT; 
Philadelphia, PA; Syracuse, NY; and Provi- 
dence, RI. Brian has a Bachelor's degree in 
Television Radio Film Management from 
Syracuse University. In addition, he holds a 
certificate in Broadcast Meteorology from 
Mississippi State University. This is his 14th 
season as WJAZ announcer and emcee 
“Fred Kelley’. In 2013, the National Weath- 
er Association named Brian “Broadcaster 
of the Year’. 

Brian loves performing as “Fred Kelley’. 
“The combination of the opportunity for 
me to perform, the creative energy of the 
students and Mark Gionfriddo, and the 
great music makes this far and away my 
favorite event of the year, he said. “As a 
‘student of broadcasting’, I am one who ap- 
preciates the Golden Age of Radio and just 
how hugely popular these variety shows 
were in their day. Id like to believe that if 
I were around back in the 1940s, I would 
have a gig like Fred Kelley's.’ 

Performance sponsors confirmed to 
date of The (Little) Big Broadcast! are: 


Buy 2 weeks! © 
Get 3rd week 


S@Ntinel..... cee eeeeceeeessesesseeeesereseneeees 8,300 
The Register 

The Wilbraham-Hampden Times........ 9,300 
Chicopee Register 

The Journal Register ..........:cccecccees 4,600 
Ware River N@WS ..cseeessesssseeeeseeees 4,100 
Barre GaZette oc. ceesscceceseeeeeeeeeeeeens 2,600 
Agawam Advertiser Ne@WS.........0c0 5,200 
TOWN REMIND o.oo... eeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeneees 8,200 
Quaboag CUITENt oo... eeeeeteeeeee 6,000 
COMM JOUNING hax ccamamacuceonsccece 3,800 
a0) \1(0),<c10 | 6,000 


Total Circulation Over 83,000! 


Call your advertising representative today 


to reserve your space. 


413-283-8393 


WWW.TURLEY.COM 
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Tribute show goes virtual at Mt. Holyoke 








There will be a presentation of “The (Little) Big Broadcast” next month. SUBMITTED PHOTO 


Mount Holyoke College, and WWLP- 
22News & The CW Springfield. 

Tickets are free for both streamings of 
The (Little) Big Broadcast!. Advance reser- 
vations are required. 

For tickets to the 2 p.m. performance: 


https://events.mtholyoke.edu/event/the_ 

little_big_broadcast_967#.YCK8fC2ZNQI 
For tickets to the 7:30 p.m. performance: 
https://events.mtholyoke.edu/event/ 

the_little_big_broadcast#.YCK50S2ZNQI 


Holyoke Medical Center seeks blood and plasma donors 


HOLYOKE - Holyoke Medical Center 
is actively seeking blood and convalescent 
plasma donors. The center's Blood Bank 
depends on area residents, their friends 
and neighbors to help meet the transfu- 
sion needs of the local community. 

“The demand for convalescent plasma 
is higher than the supply that has been 
donated throughout the region. People 
who have recovered from COVID-19 are 
encouraged to make a donation and help 
save the lives of up to two people in our 
community, said Jon Gronbach, director 
of laboratory services at Holyoke Medi- 
cal Center. 

Convalescent plasma is a liquid com- 
ponent of blood from patients who have 
recovered from COVID-19. Patients who 
have recovered from the disease have 
antibodies to protect themselves to fight 
the virus. By making a blood and conva- 
lescent plasma donation, recovered pa- 
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| ps WHATEVER YOUR SPECIALTY, YOUR AD WILL 
REACH ALMOST 100,000 HOUSEHOLDS 


tients can help others fight COVID-19 as 
well. 

Blood and convalescent plasma sup- 
plies continue to be low and shortages 
persist in all categories. Emergency sup- 
plies from the Red Cross are often limit- 
ed. More than 75 percent of the blood and 
convalescent plasma needed by patients 
at the medical center comes from people 
living in Holyoke, Chicopee, South Had- 
ley and the surrounding communities. 

All eligible donors will receive a free 
recognition gift for their donation, and 
eligible convalescent plasma donors will 
receive a free COVID IgG test. 

The Blood Bank, located on the first 
floor of Holyoke Medical Center, is open 
Monday through Friday from 8 a.m. to 4 
p.m. Appointments are required. 

For further information or to sched- 
ule an appointment, call the HMC Blood 
Bank at 413-534-2591. 
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